
 

      High School Required Summer Reading 2018 

        Where to find the book? 

Summer reading books are available for download through Amazon.com or other book 

stores/websites. Books may also be available to check out at the local library, both 

digitally and in hard copy.  

Assessments will be given over books during the first weeks of school. 

Rising Freshmen 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

Summary: A great modern classic and the prelude to The Lord of the Rings. Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a 

comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed 

when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an 

adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and 

very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he 

will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum. 

Rising Sophomores 

Auschwitz Escape by Joel Rosenberg  
Summary:  Jacob Weisz is forced to flee his beloved Germany and join an underground resistance group in Belgium. 

But when a rescue operation goes horribly wrong, Jacob finds himself trapped in a crowded cattle car headed to 

southern Poland. Sentenced to hard labor in the Auschwitz labor camp, Jacob forms an unlikely alliance with 

Jean-Luc Leclerc, a former assistant pastor who was imprisoned for helping Jews. They’ve been chosen for one of the 

most daring and dangerous feats imaginable―escape from Auschwitz.  

Rising Juniors 

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

Summary: Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, 
discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the 
athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When 
his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a 
foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, 
enemy aircraft, and, beyond…a trial even greater. (**the book version is much different than the movie**) 

Rising Seniors  

The Traveler’s Gift by Andy Andrews 

Summary: Only a few months ago, he was a successful executive. Now he’s a desperate man. But a divine 
adventure is about to unfold. Join David Ponder on an incredible journey that will help you discover the Seven 
Decisions for Success. 


